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Minute Challenge: Where Are the College Degrees? 
Warm-Up Activity

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009, 2010-2014, and 2015-2019 American Community Surveys, publicly released 5-Year estimates.
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Surveys, publicly released 5-Year estimates
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Note: Population refers to those 25 years and over. Bars display the average percent of the population with a 
bachelor’s degree or higher among counties. 
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Average Percentage of Population With a Bachelor's 
Degree or Higher by Census Region

Look at the graphic above then answer the following questions: 

1. What trends do you see in the data represented in the graphic? 

2. Why do you think the northeast region has the highest percentage 
of the population with bachelor’s degrees or higher? 

Definition: A bachelor’s degree is a 
four-year college degree. 

Extension Idea: Look at a map and 
choose three states for each region. 
Then, research the colleges and 
universities in those states.

https://census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/comm/college-degree-attainment-northeast.html

